apparent besieged his sire in his own residence and
compelled him to surrender. It is said that he was
ready to spare his father's life, but that his partisans
urged him to secure the throne by a parricide. The
old king was imprisoned in a castle, and there strangled
by his son's minions in 1336. With the death rattle
in his throat, he cursed his cruel child anci all his
house. Attempts have been made to extenuate the
crime: but nothing can palliate it before the tribunal
of posterity. The murderer's horrible deed is branded
in letters of blood in the annals of his country, for
from that moment he received the surname of Dusun,
or " the throttler," from the Serb verb dnsiti, which
means to *k suffocate." In vain did Dusan endeavour
to atone for his crime by building countless churches
and convents. His father's curse was fulfilled, not in
the days of Dusan but in .succeeding generations, and
the mighty Empire, which he founded, fell to pieces
when its founder was no more.

The first period of Servian history is over. \Ve
have seen the gradual development of the Servian
monarchy out of a loose federation of chiefs owing
nominal obedience to the Greek Emperor. We have
traced the struggles of the Servian rulers with their
Bulgarian rivals and their Byzantine suzerains. With
the accession of Stephen Dusan in 1336 begins the
golden age of the old Servian monarchy.